Platelet-derived growth factor stimulates chemotaxis and nucleic acid synthesis in the protozoan Tetrahymena.
Platelet-derived growth factor (PDGF) is in concentrations of a few nanograms per ml a very active chemoattractant for the free-living ciliated protozoan Tetrahymena; at the same time it induces a rapid increase in incorporation of radioactive nucleic acid precursors into RNA and DNA. We find it remarkable that this lower eukaryote responds to platelet-derived growth factor in very much the same way as fibroblastic cells.